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Task of Week 2: Observing a day of a teacher in the school 

A DAY OF A TEACHER 

In the second week of the observation, students were asked to observe a day of the 
teacher, how she/he spends it before school, during lectures and after lectures. Thanks to teacher 
Meltem Iyisan, the aim of the task was achieved. 

Teacher Meltem Iyisan stated that she made some preparation before coming to school. 
She downloaded animation videos and audio records that would be used in the classroom for 
different activities. Those animation videos and audio records were provided by MEB and the 
website that is called Eba which only teachers that signed up can access. Those are the 
animations and audio records that are specifically made for the book that is used in government 
schools. The book’s name is Ilkokul Ingilizce 3 Ders ve Ogrenci Calisma Kitabi by Bilen 
yayincilik. As the name suggest it is for the 3rth graders. 

13 th of February was teacher Meltem Iyisan’s day for lookout on the school yard. 
Tuesdays are her days that she takes the duty to watch children playing on the school yard, 
specifically the back yard of the school. On that day, she starts by signing the task notebook 
stating that she took the duty for the day. Two signatures are required one of them for the 
beginning of the duty in the afternoon at 13:20 and one is at the end of the school in the evening 
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at 18:20. If any accidents or trouble occurs while the “watchman” is on duty, she reports it to the 
principle and also she files a report about it. If the teacher does not have such a responsibility for 
the day, she spends it in the teachers’ room to take rest. I think that, instead of sitting in the 
teachers’ room drinking tea or gossiping about things, teachers could try to prepare materials or 
documents for the lectures or they could just have meetings with students. The thing is that 
lecture time is not enough to solve some problems of the students, extra time and hours are 
needed. I could not observe any teacher taking such an action during my observation. 

Most of the teachers consider that their job starts when they enter the classroom. So, 
teacher Meltem Iyisan started the classroom with greeting. Then she organized the classroom 
seating according to her needs. After that she checked the classroom for absency and noted it 
down. As it is taught, teachers should be prepared before hand. However, I could not observe that 
teacher Meltem Iyisan was prepared enough for the lecture, because there was a problem about 
the smart board which she would use for the teaching, she was lost and did not know what to 
teach or how to teach. That showed that she did not have a back up plan to put in action when her 
plan A did not work out. 

Teacher Meltem Iyisan tried to deal with the situation when some of the students did not 
have their course book with them. To maintain teaching, she asked them to use the book together 
with friends. During the course, even though it was poor, when students achieved success in 
questions or in tasks, she gave encouraging feedbacks. Even though there were good examples of 
feedbacks, in one occasion, a student who could not get the right answer was devastated and 
disappointed by Meltem Iyisan’s reaction. These kind of reactions would be harmful for the 
pedagogical development of the students. Teacher Meltem Iyisan was persistent on going on with 
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her duty of keeping an eye on students on the school yard. She was out of the school on yard on 
time and ordering students and warning them as a teacher should. 

All in all, it was a tiring day for a teacher from doing paper works, going on duty to the 
school yard and rushing to the classroom to teach. It was educating to see that there were good 
and bad examples that should be changed or applied. 



